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C on tact: Neva H assanein, UM  Environm ental S tudies Program , 406-243-6271; M ary 
Stranahan, M ontana Good W orks Foundation, 406-726-2030.
U N IQ U E  U M  L E A D E R S H IP  P R O G R A M  
T O  P R O M O T E  SU ST A IN A B L E  FO O D , F A R M IN G
M ISSO U LA  —
The Environm ental Studies Program  at T he U niversity o f M ontana recently secured a 
$280,000 gift to train students about building sustainable, com m unity-based food and farm ing 
systems in M ontana and beyond.
Presented by the M ontana Good W orks F oundation , the gift will form  the M ontana 
Good W orks Fellow ship program  at UM . The p rog ram  will provide graduate fellow ships and 
professional internships for two students each year for the next five years.
The fellowships will support students with strong  leadership potential and a 
dem onstrated com m itm ent to sustainable, com m unity-based food and farm ing. The gift also 
creates an opportunity fund that m akes it possible to  offer related-training program s for 
students and to support new initiatives.
“The M ontana Good W orks Fellow ship appears to be the first o f  its kind in the na tion ,” 
said Neva H assanein, UM associate professor o f environm ental studies. “This gift will support 
em erging leaders early in their careers and help them  in their w ork to m ake our food system  
m ore susta inable .”
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M ary Stranahan, founder o f the M ontana Good W orks Foundation, said, “Som e o f the 
most challenging issues we face in M ontana today have to do with the vitality o f our rural 
comm unities, our agricultural economy and our environm ental resources. The solutions to 
these issues need to be comm unity based and com prehensive. And we need leaders who 
understand the com plexity o f such issues.”
Cultivating these solutions — and educating the next generation o f leaders w ho will 
w ork for positive change — is the focus o f the sustainable food and farm ing em phasis within 
U M ’s Environm ental Studies Program . O ver the last five years, UM  faculty and students have 
worked with a variety o f businesses and citizen groups to prom ote production, m arketing and 
consum ption o f local food in M ontana. An exam ple is the U niversity’s Farm  to College 
Program , which is dedicated to buying m ore food locally and regionally to feed the campus 
comm unity.
“We feel the M ontana Good W orks Fellow ship program  at UM  will provide an 
im portant incentive for our em erging leaders exploring com m unity-based food and agricultural 
systems as part o f the solution in this f ie ld ,” Stranahan said. “M GW F is proud to play a small 
role in developing com petent, visionary leaders who will help im prove the viability o f M ontana 
rural com m unities in the future. I love seeing the light bulb go o ff in som ebody’s eyes when 
they recognize that you can affect change in soc ie ty .”
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